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		Blackheaded Pasture Cockchafer



Scientific Name:

Aphodius tasmaniae

Order:

Coleoptera

Other common names:

Blackheaded Pasture Cockchafer, Tasmanian Grass Grub

How to identify Blackheaded Pasture Cockchafer:

The Blackheaded Pasture Cockchafer is a native insect of South Eastern Australia. It is mainly a pest of cool season grasses and is found in areas that experience an average annual rainfall of around 480mm.

Blackheaded pasture cockchafer is a damaging pest when in the larval life stage.

	
Adult blackheaded pasture cockchafers are beetles that are dark brown to black in colour and are about 10-11mm in length. They have long slender legs that can help to identify them against other similar species.


	
The Blackheaded Pasture Cockchafer larvae are white to grey in colour with soft bodies that curl into a C shape when exposed. Fully grown larvae are 15-20mm in length.




What is the biology and lifecycle of Blackheaded Pasture Cockchafer?

The Blackheaded Pasture Cockchafer has a one year life cycle. In January the adults emerge from the pupal stage and fly around on mild evenings often attracted to light. The females are drawn to sparse, open pastures where they burrow down about 100mm and lay two to three dozen eggs. The eggs are yellow and oval shaped and about 1mm in diameter. After 18 to 21 days they hatch into small grey larvae that are 5-8mm in length.

The larvae feed on humus in the soil until autumn, when they tunnel to the surface and begin to emerge at night to feed on vegetation. They feed this way causing visible damage to crops and turf until early spring when they enter a nonactive pupal stage before emerging as adults in summer





















Damage Caused by Blackheaded Pasture Cockchafer
Blackheaded Pasture Cockchafer can be a major pest that can cause causing severe damage to turfgrass if not managed appropriately:

	Generally no visible damage is observed in the early stages of larval growth. It is not until the autumn rains that larvae respond to new foliar growth in the turf that they begin to feed on living vegetation. During this stage they come out at night to collect fresh leaves which they drag into their tunnel for later consumption.
	They can be noticed by small mounds of soil around their tunnel entrances. Often the damaged area will spread outwards as feeding increases, leaving behind broadleaved and tap-rooted plants in the bare areas. The time of maximum damage is in late autumn and early winter when turf growth begins to slow down due to cold weather. In this time the plants growth cannot keep up with the now mature larvae’s feeding habits.







Management Tips for Blackheaded Pasture Cockchafer
Natural control of Blackheaded Pasture Cockchafer sometimes occurs during wet winters when soils become saturated and the larvae drown. Hot dry summers can result in surface feeding larvae desiccating the following season.

	Maintaining dense turf coverage through summer can reduce the amount of females that choose to use the surface for egg-laying.
	As the larvae are surface feeders, chemical control is an option. The grubs tend not to feed during dry or hot weather, or in cold and frosty conditions.
	It is best to apply a registered pesticide when rain or heavy dew is expected (allowing enough time for pesticide to dry), or immediately after rain – avoiding surface run-off.


For chemical solutions and treatments for Blackheaded Pasture Cockchafer, please see our recommended products below.
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  PRODUCT SOLUTIONS FOR  Blackheaded Pasture Cockchafer
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					Acelepryn Insecticide				 

				 Active: 200g/L Chlorantraniliprole 
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				Acelepryn is an insecticide that provides safe and effective control of a wide range of turf-damaging insects while also minimising the impact on t...
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JOIN OUR NEWSLETTER NOW!
Be the first to hear about the latest products, tips and ideas.
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Nuturf is a division of Australian Agribusiness (Holdings) Pty Ltd ABN 61 135 355 958
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